Periprocedural management of oral anticoagulation in patients with atrial fibrillation: approach in the era of new oral anticoagulants.
A growing number of patients with atrial fibrillation are treated with oral anticoagulation (OAC), and a large proportion of them will require surgical or other invasive procedures. These procedures typically involve interruption of OAC with or without the use of heparin bridging; however; there has been a dramatic change in this practice during the past 3 years. The introduction of short-acting, new oral anticoagulants and the growing popularity of some low-risk procedures with continued OAC have transformed our practice. Physicians and surgeons who treat patients with atrial fibrillation must be aware of these changes and understand how to deal with the new challenges they may encounter.